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Wine Country Status:
Silicon Valley Rich
Have Home Vineyards

Keeping Up With the Joneses
Requires It; Bill Murphy

s Will Put Your Crop in Bottles |

By Amn GRIMES
Zigff Reporter of THE Wars STty Jovanal -

SARAT(NGA, Cakif.—Bill Murphy, a re-
tired Imbermel marketing execulive ai
Hewleit-Packard Co., scoffs as he drives
by a small front yard full of lealy plants,
“A toy vineyard,” he sniffs, wending his
way through the foothills of the Santa Craz
mouniding, ome o many of Silicon Val
ley's high-tech titans.

Here in the world's epicenter of mew
moaey., vines have replaced manicaped
lawns in a race o
show off a hod new
homse accessory. Affer
planting two  acres 4§
three years ago. for
about 560,000, Bill 3E
Krause, lormer chibef
executive of 3Com
Corp, juest harvested
hls first crop of char-
donnay, He and his 8
wile replaced apricet §
ofchards with vines at
his  multimillion-dol-
lar W-acre Los Alles
Hills home.

“We saw [rends of ours doimg vine-
wards, and they Kind of Eoked mice,™ be
says, Then one thing led to ancther. "l
vour have a vineyard, you've god Lo have @
vineyvard house. So we built a vineyard
house, phis 4 wine cellar,” be says. Now,
hie szys, he has “a maln house, guest
house, carciaker's house —a sort of French
village, all around this vineyard,"

Inktomi Ine. CEOQ David C. Peter-
sehmbdt took “baby piclures” of his bur-
geoning cabernel crop Lest year, Mr. Mur-
phy reports. His grapes are young=jusd
four years obd, His first crop—enough for
abautl 50 eases of wine—will go inte Mr,
Murphy's neighborhood Blend, which re-
tails for aboul 528 a bottle.

Heidi Roizen, a Soltbank Venture Capi
tal managing director and Silicon Valley
socialite, ¢calls hersell . “vintmer chal-
lenged.” Even so, she and her hushand
planted 130 cabermel vimes [Our years ago
in the front vard of their- Tuscan-siyle
homse in mearby Atherton, “They're very
shabby looking.” Ms, Rodzen savs of her
crop this year—especially when compared
with her melghbars.” “Ome o%ns a halr sa-
bom,” she says, “his ook 50 good,™ AL her
house Ehepe are signs of a gopher invasion,
And her dog has eaten his way inrowgh the
quarter-acre plot. "Good thing we plant
forgiving varietals.” she says,

Pepry Fleming, the ice skater, has a
vineyard in the area. 506 do priests at the
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church.
“We must have hundreds of them,” sys
Saratoga city plannes Eric Pearson.

Saratega  allorney Mark  Pierce
squepres one or iwo barrels of wine from a
quarter acre of caberne vines. Now lnto
his sixth harvest, he has watched the vine
ward trend become popular with the tech
crowd. “With all due respect, 1 was ahead
of a lot of these people,™ he says. “Itlakes a
while ta get indo 1.7

The Allure of the Home Vineyard
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Mr. Murphy has qade a postretirement
career ot of planting amd maintaining
home vineyards. His own back yard s
peatly lined with a quarter-aere of vines,
Mearly 400 of them turned a bright wiive of
yellow this fall, rising up behind a hedge
of roses around his swimming pool. Down
the street, & quarter acre of pewly picked
cabernet vimes cascade down & neighbor’s
front yvard, a blanket of mottled orange.
And across town, & riend has buffersd his
back deck with dozens of rows of cabernst
grapes that are now losing thelr leaves,
When grapes ane good=1ike those that
prow on property owned by Leo Ware, along-
time partner with the tech-heavy Palo Alte
law frm Gray Cary Ware & Frebden-
rleh—Mr. Murphy develops kabels for them,
He has done that for Mr Ware's Vanu
manatagl chardennay. That's the name of
his country estate once owned by Fansy
Stevenzom, the widow of writer Hoberl
Louls Stevenson. The appellation means
“Vale of the Singing Birds” In Samoan, the
language of the island where the Scottish
writer refreated te fight tubsroulasis.
*He's very happy with his hooch,” said
Mr. Murphy a3 he joined Mr. Ware and a
emall epew of workers this venr to snip a
truckiul of chardosnay grapes.

More Modest Approach

Though the home vineyard may have
taken off among Silicon Valley millbonaires
for whom costs are a amall consideration,
the grapeyard trend is (rickling down.

Paal Conrads his made & name fof
himsedl tn these parts by ballding cusSon
designed homes wilth vintyards as an op-
thon. “Vineyards are way cheaper™ fhan
other lamdscapieg. It can. eo§l belween
$300,000 and $530,000 to design a couple wl
acres here, he says. Comman planis mun
between 250 and 55 per square ool
Grapes cost just 30 cents,
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Fesidents of lowns ke Saratoga fovor
vineyards becauge the ¢ool coastal climate
iz socondwcive to grape growing that the re-
glon is home 1o several well-known winer-
iieg, incleding Ridge Vineyards and Mount

Eden Vineyards.

Across Sap Francisco Bay, Tom Powers
runs a small company in Martinez, that at-
iends to home vineyands In Contra Costa
Coumty. Many of hig ellents don't Know all
that muchabout wine, he says, and couldnt
care less about necessitios Hie spraying.
mokd and bug control. They appreclate it
that grapes are £asy o maintain and that
hirde et the leftovers. Butl he concedes:
=You know whin you have to et your grass,
you don't know when you're going bo cul
your grapes.”

Serving Purposes

Ini the East Bay town of Livermore, and
in fat open space soulh of San Jose, more
mousing developments are springing wp
with ready-made vineyards in place. Some
are developers’ concessions o county olli-
cials concerned about the less of agricul-
tural lands and Los Angeles-style suburs
ban sprawd. Mhers are deslgned as ament-
thes Lo boost the sale of houses.

At CardevValle, anew development in the
San Martin foothills south of San Jose, and
ot far from & planned Cigso Systems Inc.
campus, which is to employ 20,000 people,
thres-acre “vineyard estates” are going up
next to a golf resort and a winery Mr, Mur-
phy is going to run. Each house 15 sur-
pounded by vines. “They're serene, upscale
and romantic,” developer Beve Zales, says
ol the vineyand plots.

Even mwore important, he says, hey
are conskstent. With developérs hoping to
price the houses at mare than §1 million,
Mr. Zales points out: *You doa't run into
the ssue of investing a 161 in your house
and surcounding landscape, (hen hia.\'ln;
the guy next-door go cheap on You.



